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Ministries to rebut Congress charges point by point 

Akshaya Mukul,TNN | May 29, 2015, 05.02 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Ministries-to-rebut-Congress-charges-point-by-

point/articleshow/47464651.cms 

NEW DELHI: In response to Congress' report card on one year of the Modi government, the Prime Minister's Office 

(PMO) has asked all ministries to prepare a 'point-by-point' rejoinder to the charges.  

 

Sources said the report card - Ek Saal, Desh Badhaal - has been sent to all the ministries and the replies will be released 

by the government soon. "Controversies of the past one year are likely to get revived with the replies," said a source in 

the HRD ministry.  

 

Congress had made serious charges against the HRD ministry and pointed out a host of mistakes made by the 

government. The main opposition party had taken on the Centre for budget cuts calling it "lack of vision". Ministry 

sources explained that the allegation is not true and states will get a larger share as part of devolution, formulated by 

the Finance Commission.  

 

Congress' allegation that HRD ministry has impinged upon the academic autonomy of IITs due to which both IIT-Delhi 

director RK Shevgaonkar and Anil Kakodkar, chairperson of the board of governors of IIT-Bombay, resigned has been 

refuted by the ministry. In case of Shevgaonkar, ministry sources levelled counter-allegations against him, saying he was 

involved in the establishment of one international technology institute in Maurititus. However, on investigation, the 

ministry had not found much substance in the allegations. Shevgaonkar's resignation is yet to be accepted. About Anil 

Kakodkar, the ministry has rubbished allegations that procedures were not being followed. Congress had also pointed 

out resignation of NCERT director Pravin Sinclair, to which HRD ministry said some inquiry is pending against her. No 

inquiry was ever started against her, sources said.  

 

The ministry is also preparing a rebuttal to Congress' charge of appointing RSS functionaries as national research 

professors, as chairperson of Indian Council of Historical Research, National Book Trust and NIT, Nagpur. Detailed replies 

are being prepared for allegations that Christmas was deliberately not declared a holiday in order to celebrate good 

governance day, separate canteens for vegetarian students in IIT and scrapping of German as third language in Kendriya 

Vidyalayas. 
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Scholars appointed in faculty positions under UGC initiative  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/scholars-appointed-in-faculty-positions-under-ugc-
initiative/articleshow/47461380.cms 

NEW DELHI: As many as 102 scholars, 45 per cent of whom are from overseas, have been appointed to faculty positions 
in scientific disciplines in institutes in the country under an UGC initiative.  
 
They were appointed under the faculty recharge programme which envisages recruitment at national level of highly- 
motivated faculty working overseas, with flair for research in inter-disciplinary and frontier areas of science.  
 
The programme envisages 1,000 faculty to be inducted over a period of five years.  
 
The appointment of the new faculties was released by HRD Minister Smriti Irani here today.  
 
"A significant facet of this exercise relate to the number of successful women candidates (23 per cent) and overseas 
candidates (45 per cent).  
 
"The present initiative is in conformity with the vision of the HRM to promote the concept of Teach in India", said an 
UGC statement.  

The candidates selected have to their credit rich contributions in critical areas of research in the domain of physics, 
mathematical sciences, chemical sciences, biological sciences, engineering sciences and earth sciences.  
 
"This initiative is going to give a fillip to quality teaching and research in the university system, both Central and State, at 
a time when we have severe shortage of teaching faculty," the statement said.  
 
The programme provides a vehicle to plough back talent, as a reversal of brain drain, into the country in the hope that 
they will bring into our higher education system a rich culture of new thoughts and ideas for cross fertilization of the 
same in our system, it said.  

Govt splits top DRDO posts, appoints new chief  

Hindustan Times (Gurgaon) 

Nearly four months after sacking Avinash Chander, t h e M o d i g ove r n m e n t o n Thursday appointed radar 

specialist Selvin Christopher and missile scientist GS Reddy as the DRDO chief and Scientific Advisor to the 

defence minister, respectively.  

L i ke h i s p r e d e c e s s o r s, Avinash Chander, who was sacked in January, held the two posts. But the 

government concluded that it was erroneous to appoint a scientist to be an adviser as well as head the research 

development body and decided to bifurcate the post.  

Christopher — who heads the Bengaluru- based Centre for Airborne Systems and the project to develop 

airborne early warning and control systems — will be the secretary, department of defence research and 

development, as well as director general of the Defence Re s e a rch & D eve l o p m e n t Organisation 

(DRDO).  

The new scientific adviser to defence minister, GS Reddy, is the director of the Hyderabadbased Research 

Centre Imarat (RCI), the missile avionics hub of DRDO that is considered the brainchild of former president 

APJ Abdul Kalam.  
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After Chander’s removal, defence minister Manohar Parrikar, 59, indicated that he did not want a senior 

position to be held by a scientist on contract and wanted to “introduce in the scientific world, a slightly younger 

generation”. He kept his word. Parrikar’s scientific adviser is just 51, eight years younger than the minister 

while Christopher is in his late fifties.  

Christopher faces the challenging task of revitalising the DRDO that has slipped on deadlines and has even 

come under fire from a parliamentary panel recently for shoddy research, inordinate delays, corruption and its 

fancy for reverse engineering.  

THE ISSUE OF AGE AND CENTRAL EDUCATIONAL 

INSTITUTIONS  

Hindustan Times (Jaipur) 

The move to reduce the retirement age of heads of IITs and NITs is in line with the NDA government’s objective of 

infusing young blood in academics The proposed step could lead to confrontation with the IITs and NITs which are 

governed by their own Acts of Parliament that empower their councils to take/ratify such decisions Both the IIT and NIT 

councils, which are the apex decision making bodies of these institutions, had approved raising the retirement age of their 

directors from 65 to 70 few years ago The IIT council in 2009 had raised the retirement age bar for directors to enable 

some of the directors who had turned 65 to serve their second term The decisions if implemented could reduce the cut-off 

age for those applying for these positions from 60 to 55. As of now the applicants for IITs, NITs should preferably not be 

above the age of 60 so that in case of two five years terms they do not cross the age of 70. In the case of central 

universities, the govt can issue an order asking the universities to modify their statues. 

 

 

 


